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To Whom It May Concern:

Agriculture in Hopkins County, Kentucky, according to the 2012 USDA Census of Agriculture,
contributes roughly 107 millions dollars annually to our local economy. These impacts are sure
to change and diversify with the continued rapid adoption of precision technology. One such
change that is currently underway includes the integration of data management on farms locally.
Access to highspeed internet is a key link to ensure rapid access to diagnostic services,
information and even basic needs going forward for the agriculture community.

The sky is the limit in regards to the opportunities that can be afforded with ready access to
reliable internet and reliance on broadband internet access will be a need rather than a want
going forward. Historically, access to highspeed internet has been a luxury only obtained within
a few select areas in the county. As a champion of agriculture locally, I fully support the efforts
of the Hopkins County Fiscal Court in its efforts to expand high-speed internet access to all of
the citizens of Hopkins County. I believe that the region as a whole will benefit and show
increased efficiency and productivity on agriculture acres due to competitive access to resources
and education.

I look forward to supporting the further developments of these local efforts to increase highspeed
internet access locally.

Sincerely,

D

Curtis Dame
County Extension Agent for Agriculture and Natural Resources
Hopkins County Cooperative Extension Service

Cooperative Extension Service Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic
. or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, L\
Agrl(':ulture and Natural R.esources religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital b
Family and Consumer Sciences status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability. University of Kentucky, T
4-H Youth Development Kentucky State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Kentucky Counties, Cooperating. 4 Etlziibnlllmgzmed

Community and Economic Development LEXINGTON, KY 40546 with prior notification.



